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no less than with man; and her seciets are not for him.
Reverence itself, therefore, seems to authorise concealment
of fact from such as he; nor is the religious regard for
truth one whit less intuitive for refusing to lose sight of the
ground and meaning of its sanctity, and to be tricked by
veibal semblances into apostacy from it. No one imagines
that the range of its normal obligations extends to the
insane, so far as they are insane. They too are human:
they too can ask and answer in forms of speech; but,
from the condition of their mind, they are not of the com-
munity of whose fellowship in faculty and life the postu-
lates of language and the homage to truth are the
expression and the guardians; and so they are left out,
and necessarily treated by other rules, framed with large
concessions to their humours. We do but follow, there-
fore, a recognised precedent, if we contract the boundary
line still further, and say that without a certain moral
consensus the commonwealth of truth cannot be constituted,
and cannot be entered.

The exact limits of this moral consensus it is impossible
to define & priori; the phenomena of character are so
variously mixed that they will be perpetually slipping
through all our hard verbal lines; and a sympathetic tact
will read the natural classification more truly than the most
accurate analysis. Nor can the permissible cases of resort
to falsehood be determined without careful attention to
the canon of consequences. It is thus that we must settle
whether, for example, they go no further than the criminal
in open defiance of the law, or include also persons who
thrust themselves into unwelcome intercourse with us to
worm out our secret. Such persons cannot be regarded
as external to the social organism, like its predatory
enemies; yet, so far as they overstrain the rights which it
confers and seize them without compliance with their con-
ditions, they commit temporary inroads of hostility which,
during their occurrence, may be held to forfeit its usual
protection. If then they press me with an unwarrantable